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Education

University of Chicago, B.A., Biology 1974

University of Chicago, M.D. 1974
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Research Interests

1.

REGRESSED, CHARACTER DISORDERED PATIENTS IN
INSTITUTIONAL AND OUTPATIENT TREATMENT. (1980-1986). Clinical
studies of mental representation, memory deficits, and feelings evoked in
the caretakers of character disordered patients. My NIMH Adolescent



Clinical Research Grant permitted exploration of psychosomatic
symptoms (ref. 1).

2. EARLY AFFECT COMMUNICATION AND ATTACHMENT. (1987-
Present). Work with severely disturbed adolescents and young adults
moved me to examine early affective relationships. My NIMH Faculty
Development Grant (1983-1984) permitted this shift. | demonstrated that
when premature infants' mothers observe a neurobehavioural exam, this
improved both maternal attitude and infant development at 12 months (ref.
7). | shifted to studying the relationship between genotypic expression of
temperament and environmental variables (attachment and attunement),
demonstrating that while the latter two were independent constructs,
genotypic expression of temperament was influenced by maternal
attachment. Statistically, we used Guttman's Partial Order Scalogram
Analysis, an innovative complement to Fischer statistics, permitting data
analysis for small samples with complex variables.

While studying pre-term infants (ref. 7),Robert Emde asked me to use a new
instrument to assess the context-dependency of maternal affect inference. The
resulting two chapters (ref. 3 and 4 under chapters) demonstrated that preterm
mothers experience prematurity, shifting affect inference on several categories of
affects and that mothers articulated projective stories with more uncertainty and
sadness. My study of pre-war Croatia, demonstrated cultural influence on
maternal affect inference in full-term mothers. | then examined post-war mothers
in Croatia, and cultural differences in Finnish twin and singleton mothers.

3. ATTACHMENT IN SPECIAL POPULATIONS (1993-Present). Using new
measures (Q-Sort and Adult Attachment Interview), | explore the
significance of attachment in various special populations. a) twins study in
Finland, to test whether maternal and child attachment are environmental
regulators of genotypic expression of temperament. b) peri-pubertal
children with a psychosomatic versus somatic illnesses. c) a thirty year
follow-up of a normative sample of infants from the Brody longitudinal
study. Our attachment measures permitted us to assess young adult
outcome, and, retrospectively re-analyze earlier data with contemporary
measures.

4. CLINICAL AND PSYCHOANALYTIC EXPLORATIONS. (1986-Present).
Throughout my career, | have published on clinical issues ranging from
psychotherapy technique with adolescents, trauma in Bosnian women, to
mourning and psychoanalysis ( ref.'s 4,9,15,17,25).

5. DEVELOPMENT THROUGH ADULTHOOQOD: Intervening factors affecting
developmental coherence. (1990-present). This extends my interest in
pathways in early development. Our thirty year study permits us to explore
the intervening factors and societal impact on development. We usie
Erikson's framework of concordance of polar tensions at various stags of
development to conceptualize this cohort and will explore the transition
from Adolescence to young adulthood in Israeli cohorts to examine the
impact of educational, child-rearing and societal contributions to
developmental pathways.






